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BHame Correspondence,

The Orchids at Hertenhausen.—\When Jately at
this place t felt exceedingly happy to see the good state
of the O.chids, finding many of the old (riends I
had seen when I was there the first time—autumn,
1854. [ was struck to see a very rich collection of
Masdevallias just growingz like weeds or at least
as Asparagas. There was a very spleadid festoon of
Renanthera Lowxii. My friend, Herr Hofgaertner
Wendlanid, excu.cd his plant for having this year but
one intlorescznce, taking away some leaves of a leaf
plant which sheltered three big bairns peeping out
of the very base of the plant. They were gulty ol
there bzing but one inflorescence. The okl specimens
of Lee'ia superbicns—sent, I believe, by Mr. Kinear—
were growing in 1854 on their blocks ; proviag that
under great attention the block system is suitable even
for old-established plants, What surprised me the most
of all was to see Mormodes Wendlandi from Mr.
Wendland’s journey 1856, and some old Cataseta and
Cycnoches spared since 1854. [ asked instantly for
the secret how to keep them. **No secret atall,”
replicd Herr Wendland ; “‘in summer time they are
roasted in the Victoria-honse, never obtiining the
least shade (when I heard this I wished for Mr.
Dominy, who likes so much a chat about shading) ;
*and then in winter they are kept in full light, rather
dryand not warmatall,” There were very minyspecies
in flower for the miserable season of Novcmber.
There is no doubt that a visit to the Orchids of
Herrenhausen will repay every visitor, the more so if
guided by Here Wendland, not to speak of the chief
glory of the place, the wonderfully vigorous Palms
and Cycads, no doubt the richest collection in the
world, /2. G. Rekb. [.

White Fiowe.s. — In a small garden on the
Brighton downs, nsually carpated with balbous
flowers from February till June, I gathered bloom
of the Anemone japouica alba a’ter Christmas Duy
last year, ths plant having flowered in profusion from
early in Angust, and from which I had, occasionally,
removed the seeds as developed, Notwithstanding a
most disastrous season, there was a supply of white
Chrysanthemums also gathered just before Christmas,
V. E, Heathfield,

Indian Irrigation, —Relferring to your paragragh
at p. 18—you say that irrigation may be most
desirable where Rice is the staple crop, but for
other crops it is not adapted. As the Indian Govern-
ment have quite lately estimated that one and a
half million per anpum must be set aside to provide
for the effects of future famine, it is evident that
droughts must be frequently expected. IIow Millet,
Rape, and Pulse can be grown in a hot climate like
that of India daring a dronght, withont a supply of
water from irrigation woiks, is a dfficult problem
When we know from the Goverament Blus-books
that in the heart of the famine-stricken districts of
Madras there have been certain tracts irrigated by
Sie Atthur Cotton which have not suffzred at all
from the (ffzcts of the drought, but have aciunally
heen growing rapidly rich from the famine prices
obtained for their crops, not of Rice only, it isevident
that during famines which must be looked for irriga-
tion works are indispensable. Uadouhtedly the un-
justifiable Jestruction of forests must be one of the
causes of these often recurring * visitations,” and now
that the attention of the country has been so much
turned to our responsibilities in regard to India, it is
to be hoped the interests of its 250 000,000 inha%i-
tants will s:cure the continued wutchful care that is
due from us. R. Binuns, Derdy,

The Datch Tulips at the Approaching Paris
Exhibition —It will indeed be sineercly to be
regretted if, after the eliborate and carefully studied
national design in which the spleadid contribution o!
40,000 double Tulips sent by the city of Haarlem for
the adornment of the gardens at the Paris Exhibition
hive been planted, the fowering of these beautiful
bulbs shoutd take place at the commencement of the
month of April, and be all over and the beauty gone
before the opening of the Exhibition on My . It

was thought by some that the blooming might be |

retarded a little by art'ficial means, such as covering
up the beds and not allowing them to feel the heat of
the sun, but should these unnatural means be resorted
to I much fear that the bloom when it is allowed to
take place will be much marred in its beauty, if not
altogether spailed. IV, £. G.

Plants in Flower at Mortola, near Mentone.
—1 eacluse a list of plants in flower in the open air
here in my gardento-day (Jan. 1, 1878).
the excessive diyness and heat of the summer and
antumn, this list does not compare unfavourably with
that I sent you at this time last year. No rain fell here
betwecn the end of June aod October 24, during the

)
whole of which tim: the weather was hat, often with
parchlng winds, and no dew at night. Gardeners in
Englani can sciccely have an ifes of the drouzht
that prevails during the summer, aad those wh)
imagine that everything succeeds here without muc'
care, owing to the delightful winter clim ite we enjoy,
would appreciate thz great diffi zulty there is to con- '
tend with from the lack of moisture if thzy visit=d this
coast hefore the autumn rain has fallen; my garden ‘
then presents the most miserable appzarance, ant a
casual observer would suppase hall the plauts were
dead, bat marvellous is the chang= after a few hours
of steadyrain. The crop of Olives is again very poor,
especially on the hillsides facing the south, where the
trees are exposed to the full blaze of the summer sun,
No such unfavourable seasou for wine has occurrzd
for mny years ; and the Phylloxzra, though it has
not yet made its appearance in lLaly, is reported at
Cimies nenr Nice, and will doubtless extend to this
region ere long, mnotwithstanding the preeautions
taken for some time past at the fronticr to exclude all
vegetable substances in which it could harhour, O°
Lemons thers appears to be an average yield, but
many trees are attacked by a blight resembling
mealy-huz ; thas, the prospects of the people of
this coast are not brilliant ; fortunately there is for
them a fourth and less precarivus crop which is ever
increasing —1 allude to the prosperity caused by the
extraordinary number of well-to-do people, who now
come to varions places along the coast between Mar-
seilles and G:no1 to enjoy the sunshine and clear aic
which winter denies them in northern climes, How
great is the difference between this and Eogland may
be imagined when I state that, during December, no
fog or mist was ohservable except on the mountains ;
rain only fell on one day, and twentythrce days
were eotirely sunny. Casimiroa edulis lately attracted
attention in yoar columns. It seems to thrive well in
my garden, anl a young tree over 8 feet high has
made good progress lately. Zhomas Hanbury.

Plants Growing in the Open Air in the Garden of the Palazzo
()sreé:gn. Mortola, near Mentonz, in flower on Fun. 1,
1575 i—
Acacia iteaphylla
,» lophantha speciosa
,» obliqua ,»» nuodiflorum
, retinoides . officinale

Agathea ceelestis Justicia arborea
Aitonia capensis Kleinia a_rtlculala

Iberis sempervirens
Jasminum azoricum

Alstrdmeria aurantiaca ,y ficoides
Alge ferox 4, neriifolia
»y Ciliaris Lavandula maltifida

Antirrhinum
Aloysia citriodora
Anemone coronaria
Aralia papyrifera

b Sieboldii

., hedera:folia
Arbutus Andrachue
Arum Arisarum
Aster elongatus

ve MUFICALUS
Bougainvillea glabra

»  Warscewiczil
Bouvardia leiantha
Buddleiy americana

s Lindleyant

,» mudagascariensis

salicifulia

Callitris quadrivalvis
Cassia grandillra

| . pinnata
Lisam trigynum
Lobelia (varieties)

Lophos‘permum scandens

Malva fragrans
,» Capensis
Maurandia Barclayana

Mesembryanthemum tigrinum

Moricandia arvensis
Montagnaza mollissima
Narcissus, many

Osteospsrmum moniliferam

Othonna carnosa
« triplinervia

Pachyphy.um bracteosun

Passiflora princeps
Petunia (variety)
Physianthas undnlatus
Plumbago cap:nsis

Ia spite of |

. splendens .» normalis
| Geranium (mny varieties) Tecoma capensis
Glohularia Alyssum ,  Stans

" issues oun the production of Pelargonium blooms in

Polyzonum pla!yccnlrum
Ceratonia siliqua Rosa Banksit 1 pl. siaipiice
Cestrum rosenm s MANY Vars.
Cheiranthus Cheiri Rochea coccinea
Chimonanthus fragrans Resmarinus offizinalis
Chrysanthemum fieniculacenm  Rhus excisa

. frutescens trifoliata
Cubaa scandens Russelia juncea
Colletia bictoaiensis Salvia azurea

Casuar.na «radrivalvis

spinnsa sy COCCinea
Conyz1 glutinosa w» eriocalyx
Coavoivulus maurilanicas ,, farinosa
Correaalba ,» frutescans
.. cardinalis »»  Grahami
Corylus Avellana ,» Heeriana
Cotyledon luridum ,o lantanzfolia
,» macranthum ,»  leonurivides
Cyperus.:\llerni[ulius e Princeps

semirata

b+ Striznlosus e
Schinus Mulli

Duanlia amperialis
Datura alba Senecio angulatus
Diplopappus hlifolius ., longifolins
Echeveria mz allict ,» macroglossus
obtrya japonica ,, mikanioides

‘riocephalus africanus » oxyrizfolius
Ephadra altissima Solanum cynanthum
Euncalyptus globulus ,. Jasminoides

,. resinifera Solanum robustum

Euryops Athanasiz w verbascilolium
Eupatorium micranthum Spurmannia africana
Eupliorbia globulus Stapelia quinqueneryis

Gomnphostygma scoparioides Templetonia retusa

Veronica (many var.)
Vinca major
Vittadenia tri'vba
Yucca Treculeana

Hakea Manglesii
Hardenberzia mano shylla
Helioiropiam peruyianuat
Helleborus viridis

The Flowering of Pelargoniums in Winter,— |
Relerring to a paragraph in each of yonr two last

midwinter, allow me to say that it is by no means
such a recent innovation as some of your many readers
will doubtless be led to infer.  Your correspondents,
who seem to look npon Mr. Cannell’s present Pelar-
gonium display as something new, are evidently not

! aware of the large quantities of scirlet bloom (w~hich

in market conventionalism it is cilled) that is off:red
every morning in Covent Guden Market. Indeed
several hithzrto successful growers of it have now
ahandoned it on account of the insaffisieutly remunera-
live price at wiich it is ofered. A few mornings azo
whilst passing round the market, Mr, Greening, w.l
whom originated the semi-louble Vesuvius, Wonler-
ful, hal, whea the market was closed, over 1002
trusses left. This fact, combined with the pricz it
commanis, but which for obvious reasons I must not
mention, are suffiziently indicitive of the ease with
which this usefal ¢r>mmo lity is produced at this dull
sewon of the vear. %, B., Hope Nursery, Lewisham
High Roud, S.Z. [ The correspondents whom ““ J. B2
alludes to are fully aware of what is done now, and
has been done by the market growers, but they are
also aware that comparatively few gentlemen’s
gardeners make so much use of Pelargoniums in mid-
winter, as by th: ease with which they are grown
they would find it well worth their while to do;
and it was for this class that the paragraphs in our
two last issues were intended. There is nothing
new in producing *‘scarlets” in winter, but Mr.
Caanell has plenty of every shade of colour in full
bloom. and that at any ra'e is something not very
old. Ips.]

Omphalodes Lucilize.—You have done akindness
in calling attention to this bzautiful plant, but you
would have conferred a greater kindness if you had
told your readers how to grow it. Perhaps Mr.
Parker or some oue will give this information. |
fiad it very unmanageable, It may be hardy in the
South, but not so here. The only good plaut [ have
seen was k:pt und:r a haod-light. Z. A I/
Gobowen. [ Mr. Parker informs us that he has known
the oldest plant in the possession of Mr. Atkins, of
Painswick, for at least ten years, and it is quite hirdy
with him in a bleak situation on thz Cotswold 1Tl
In Mr. Parker’s own nursery it his stoad out fully
exposed, and he has never knawn it to be lajurel by
cold. Peat, loam, anl sand, with good drainsge,
seems to suit it best. EDS. ]

Escallonia macrantha.—In July I sent you
some flowers of this beantiful evergreen climber,
and which you noticed in your following number,
August 4. It has been flowering off and on ever
since, and I now send some in flywer, and think it
should find a place in every garden. 7. A7

To Grow the Mistleto.—For the last twelve to
filteen years I have tried to grow this plant from seed,
and for this purpose hive sown from 10> to 200
seeds a ycar, and yet till last year (1877) I have only
been very partially successful, and now think that I
cin with confidence recommend a course which will
secure the growth of nearly every seed properly placed
npon snitable positions on, at least, Apple trees. In
my loag practice [ soon found that seeds sown too
culyin the seison always died, an 1 1, therefore, made
the time Itz in April or early in May, Yet onan
averaze not above one seed in two years ever pro-
duced a plant, that i3, | only got from my thousands
of seeds sowa during the twelve to fifteen years seven
plants. Last year my gardener fitted 2 thick slice of
Apple-wood, out of which grew Mistleto with its
heiries on t) the stems of an Apple tree, and clayed
it well over the part insert:d. I don’t think this
process is necessary, for any way which will keep the
Mistleto seeds fresh is all that is required. My gar-
dener’s ubj:ct was the hope that the portion of the
plant in the wood might insert itself into the Apple
tree. I[lowever, in the second weck in last June the
five berries which birds, &:., had allowed to remaia
on the Mistleto were nat only fresh, but some of the
seeds within were sproaiing, and mpon being merely
rubbed on the stem of Appie trees and one Lime tree
just under the junction of a branch, all have
grown, and I 'hope and have little fcar will
survive the winter. They have, however, only grown
their roots, if 1 may so cal their fang-like processes ;
but these appear to have perforated through the
outer cuticle of the sustaining Appl:s and Lime trees.
I have, however, a strong helief that the damp season
has been favourable to these seeds, as in former years
I have preserved seeds just sprouting on the bark of a
tree by frequent waterings during (ry summer weather.
Conclusion drawn from the above praciice is that
Mistleto may be as successfully grown from seed as
any uther plant if we only follow the same rule—do
nnt sow too early for the cold to injure, and keep
safficiently damp not to zlluw the seed whean in a
sprouting and growing state to be Kkilled by heat and
dryness. I heavy rains will wash them off their
seed-beds this must be provided against, so must

| depredations by birds ; and perhaps in_the South the

second week in June may he late, and the ceeds in
the berries may bz too much spronted. The late
lamented Mr. Thomas Rivers wrote me some years
ago that he had from time to time tried to grow
Mistleto upon young trees, as they were asked for by



